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and all they said pointed to growing despair and
bitterness in " National Spain."

Books such as Doy Fe, To He Creido en Franco, the
expulsion of the Duke of Parma (the Carlist Pre-
tender) and the departure of the Jesuits, everything
suggested that tension was increasing between
Spaniards and foreigners on Franco's side. In
Aftonposton, Gissholdt, the Norwegian Franco volun-
teer published three long articles, describing the
rapid disintegration of the forces both in the military
and economic field. True, we had lost on the
isolated battle front of the Asturias, but this Pyrrhic
victory cost Franco more dead than the total of our
forces in those northern fastnesses; it cost him the
reserves which were required to attack the central
front. Franco's requests for help to Mussolini
became more urgent every day. Mussolini, how-
ever, refused to send fresh troops so long as Germany
was not further committed. Meanwhile on the
central front we were marching from victory to
victory at Brunete, Belchite, and Quinto. It was
therefore no miracle that Teruel fell to us ; it was
the crown and consummation of an effort systematic-
ally pursued. With the recall of even Conservative
deputies and the summoning of the Cortes, it looked
as if the Government had a good chance of regain-
ing the confidence of the so-called democracies.

The fall of Teruel and the failure of Franco's